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.Thr-‘ work offcﬂ!‘l-Michel Orthoniel installed The r0|e Of pLJb“C art IS expandlng _ !t S
; zhcr}-mlalms _ now a vehicle for conveying a city’s

artistic tastes to the world and promoting
the city as a destination. Ji-eun Lee,

an art historian working in Paris,
discusses public art and its meaning.
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The Gwanghwa Mural,
which incorporates
cutring-edge rechnology

The Pool has over 100 reactive circles

This spring, artistic animals invaded New York's 34"
and 38" Streets to see newly installed art by Idriss B.
The colorful tyrannosaurus rex, gorilla, bear and other
creatures will be part of the daily lives of New
Yorkers until 2023.

Public art has also expanded to include cutting-edge
digital technologies. Jen Lewin's The Fool, which
appeared on the Industry City Campus in New York,
took first prize in the Collision Project, a public art
project put on by Industry City. The interactive piece
consists of more than 100 reactive digital circles of
light on the ground. Visitors are invited to dance and
play on the circles, watching the colors change in
response to their movements.

In Seoul, Age of Light (Gwanghwa Sidae) is a large-
scale project that transforms Gwanghwamun Square
into a public canvas for media creators around the
world. The Gwanghwa Mural, which turns an exterior
wall of the Seoul Museum of History into an
enormous L-shaped canvas, is filled with videos of
the history, culture, art and nature of the city.

There is also public art in cities that aren't necessarily
known for art. Viibhor Sogani, a land artist from
Jaipur, India, installed Kajpavriksha, which means

a "sacred tree that fulfills wishes,” in Gujarat. He also
installed a project in New Delhi, 7he Sprouts, which
looks like a unique alien mushroom. These sculptures,
massive in scale and made from stainless steel, are
impressive examples of India’s ambition to cover bath
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Jen Lewin's Collision Project-winning art piece The Poof
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local and global communities with public artworks.

Some large-scale public art installations become events that move
the world. One example is LArc de Triomphe, Wrapped by Christo and
Jeanne-Claude, which was displayed from September 18 to October
3, 2021. Although it was unveiled during the pandernic, images of the
public art piece were shared worldwide through both traditional and
social media. As a result, Parisians and foreigners alike were able to
witness the wrapping of the Arc de Triomphe in 25,000m? of
recyclable silvery-blue polypropylene fabric, tied on with 3,000m of
red rope. The historical landmark dressed in “new clothes” was
startling to behold as the color and ambiance changed depending on
the weather and time of day, making the installation an event in and
of itself.

Public art in Paris is often created for specific times or events and as
such, it frequently appears and disappears. Last winter, red airplanes
were installed by Alexander Calder in the Place Vendéme to add to
the joy of walking around Paris. The installation will be up until this
spring and was created to celebrate FIAC, a major art fair in Paris.

As part of FIAC, the public art project Hors les Murs is carried out
every year so that citizens can enjoy the fair together. Alexander
Calder's work was the main event.

Tuileries Garden, located in downtown Paris, near the Louvre Museum

and the Seine River, features such a variety of public art installations
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that they seem to have been switched out
every time you go. This year is the year of
Portugal and France, so Pedro Cabrita Reis,
a Portuguese artist has installed three
statues known as the Les Trois Graces.
Other works in the Tuileries Garden,
including Louis Bourgeois” Welcome
Hands, attract city dwellers.

However, one does not need to actually

live in the city to be exposed to public
artworks. The Tramway t3, which
connects Paris to the surrounding suburbs,
has recently become a place to see
contemporary public art thanks to the
support of the city government. Didier

Marcel's Les Rochers Dans le Ciel, installed

EC{o| 2E2 0| TZH|EO| ol O|HIEIC] in the tram station in the 13" arrondissement of Paris,
T2IAQIS2 S AQ{0| Z0{ CIL|D| TA |2 EH251= 0|2 LZ0] is a prime example, with the floating blocks and tram
Zpir|2at= AlXol 0|20z 220} 0| Z2ik|2S0| R0l 28 stations creating a special harmony. In addition to the
oIA| 22 0|20 BFICL 5| £l22| RS 2uEL MIZI0 IE}: ]| Tramway t3 project, the city of Paris also recently
ALY ZAI7F = 0| ZAI710|| 9J% |3} 2t Lo lC} BP0 /Tt & ot announced a new project that will involve installing
Clokst 22 022 AVWBICE Sl L2520} T2tAo) 3|.|o| o= contemporary works related to love around Paris on
LEEZFEA0| HEIT2{2| O[E|AE HEE F1=E|Eb 50| A2 Valentine's Day every year.

AO|AL AL <3j| E20} O2pA>7HAR|EI0] UCH 1 Blojl= 222 Public art is a gift for those who like to enjoy cities by
Heloj| M= 20| = HEF0f0| <HHY HE> F 2N §9| strolling around. Since it eliminates the need to buy
<1,2, 372|10 Q2|>2 H|Ra| CISHEEE0| EAl2 =S oFsiC) tickets and walk into @ museum, public art has the
D1 oo CEtTfRIAIS] KIchet 2HAIS EA| /20 H [~ power to not only attract local residents but also

[=]
aht 2 o)t TIZ|AI} 212 AIO|S Sls ERR0| T3E 22 Alo] visitors from abroad.
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Pedro Cabrita Reis’ Les Trois Graces, in the Tuileries Garden
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